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intended to accomplish under the Settlement Act. The last point raised by the State�that the Tribe's one year notice period had expired before the Tribe received the data�is also without merit. There is no specific
requirement in the Settlement Act that the Tribe notify the State of the specifics of the project before commencing construction. In State v. Stewart, 665 P.2d 45, 53 (Alaska 1983), cert. denied, 464 U.S. 1021, 104 S.Ct.

557, 78 L.Ed.2d 725 (1983), we held that, [u]nless the legislature intended to establish a bright-line test, the determination of a project's substantial completion date [for purposes of the Alaska Site Protection and
Ownership Act] is necessarily an ad hoc determination, best left to the administrative expertise of the Department of Natural Resources. Id. The State in its brief sets forth five circumstances that would support a finding
by the Department of Natural Resources that the project was substantially complete by 1988. The trial court adopted the State's findings and conclusions in their entirety. Among the factors cited by the trial court are

the following: the Tribe had three wells operating on the site by the time it notified the State of its intent to complete construction; the Tribe issued a certificate of need in late 1984; the Tribe filed a permit application in
June 1985; and the Tribe conducted an environmental survey in June 1986.[4] The State is correct in arguing that completion does not necessarily have to occur within one year. However, the State's claim regarding the

year has been misconstrued. The State contends that the statute requires that the State be given thirty days notice before the Tribe completes construction. The State contends that there was less than thirty days
notice. We disagree. The purpose of the statute is to make clear that, upon
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