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(CNN) -- A 3-year-old girl suffering from cancer died Saturday, one day after
her family's first ultrasound revealed a life-threatening tumor the size of a

golf ball in her brain, her family said. Heather Williams had brain surgery at
Children's Hospital in Columbus, Ohio, on Friday to remove a tumor about
2.8 centimeters (1.1 inches) in diameter and 2.4 centimeters (0.95 inches)

deep, said her mother, Vicki Davis. The operation was successful, and
"there was absolutely no evidence whatsoever that there was anything

abnormal," Davis said. But in the early hours of Saturday, doctors found the
same tumor on a scan and performed a second operation to remove it, she

said. "Nothing more could be done, the tumor was too big," Davis said.
"They told us they were very, very sorry for our loss, and all they could do
was say 'goodbye.'" The girl's family told CNN affiliate WBNS that despite

the grim news they were not unduly surprised. "With cancer, you don't
know which day you're going to lose somebody," said the girl's uncle, Jason

Williams. "Sometimes you just know.... You can feel it as a mother
yourself," he said. "All we wanted for this little girl was to have more time
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with her." Heather was diagnosed with her first relapse on Feb. 11, the
same day her family told her they wanted to perform a brain scan, which

revealed the tumor, Davis said. The girl's doctor sent a brain biopsy to the
Children's Hospital, where pathologist Dr. Paul Gollub performed a

procedure to remove a 5-millimeter portion of the girl's brain and sent it
back to the Children's Hospital for examination, Davis said. Gollub's report

revealed the tumor, which was then sent to the Cleveland Clinic for a
second opinion, Davis said. The family said doctors at Children's Hospital
performed two independent cancer surgeries Friday, but both failed to

remove the tumor, which was impossible to see with the naked eye, the
family said. Doctors used an MRI scan to estimate the size of the tumor,

and after the family learned the second scan revealed the same tumor, it
was decided to remove it, Davis said. "The only thing they could think of

was to go ahead and take out the whole thing, because at that point, there
was just 6d1f23a050
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